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Write a short reflection (2-3 pages0 on one of the following: 

1) Explain Plato’s view, expressed in the Republic, how justice in the State mirrors justice in the 
soul. How does this lead to the devolution of government, explained in Book VIII, from 
aristocracy to timocracy to democracy? How does democracy then break down into tyranny? 
Why does Socrates think that there will be no deliverance from unrest and war for cities and for 
the human race until philosophers become kings or kings become philosophers? What do you 
think about this? 

 

2) For Aristotle what is the nature of the end for which a city-state exists? How does Aristotle 
distinguish between three different right forms of constitutions and three perversions of these 
forms? What advice does Aristotle give about making democracy work? What do you think about 
this? 

 


